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. Jhelum or Yitasta.* . This natural geological events
approximately fixed by chronologists at about 2,666
B.C., is attributed by native annals to the agency of a
mythical personage (Kashiapa) the mtini or divine
progeny of Brahma; but the fables which involve the
myth are too fantastic and puerile to need insertion.
The most rational chronology seems to approximate
this event to the epoch of the Mosaic deluge.^

Authorities differ as to the origin of the original
stock of Cashmere. I should consider, however, that
its mountains may have been sparsely peopled by the
Naga aborigines of the ancient Khassia range, and
that an early wave of Aryan conquerors of India
followed. We find traces of the primitive form of
religion to have been that of the "Tree and Serpent" Ancient religion,
worship in prehistoric times. Upon this seems to
have been engrafted the Brahminism of the Aryan
conquerors of India, afterwards merging into Boodh-
ism, and the original stock superseded and all but
transfused by Toorks and Kulmuks of Central Asia,
followed by Hoghuls and other immigrants. Mahome-
dans, indeed, assert that the original inhabitants were
a tribe from Toorkistan, who shortly after the-Mosaic
deluge emigrated thither. As an approximate estimate
of the religion of Cashmere antecedent to the time of
Akbar, we may quote "Ferishta," who states that in
his time there were 45 places of worship to Mahadeo,
64 to Yishnoo, three to Brahma, 22 to Boodh, and
nearly 700 figures of serpent gods in the country; and
this notwithstanding the destructive activities of

* The modern Jhelum is formed by the junction (near Eanibul) of
the three streams Arpet, Bringh, and Sandrahan. The higher Cash-
mere mountains are of trap and basalt, but the lower hill" are of
limestone and sandstone "often muoh contorted, and holding marine
fossils." Beaches are also found.

t The Samaritan Pentateuch dates the deluge at 2,938 B.C., ordin-
ary computation at 2,349 B.C., the drainage of Cashmere 2,666 B.C.;
therefore is clearly referable to the Mosaic deluge.